
 
As we come to the end of Term 1 I find myself reflecting on all that has occurred at St. Mary’s 
College in such a short period of time.  Staff and students have worked tirelessly to create wel-
coming, positive and engaging classrooms where our students have worked so very hard across 
our K-12 College.  I have really enjoyed visiting classes and seeing students accessing their 
learning in such a wonderful way. Our key expectations of Being Kind, respectful, responsible 
and doing our best, certainly remind one and all of who we want to be at St. Mary’s and this 
informs all that we do including our learning. The dedication of our staff and their commitment 
to their students is such a joy. 
 
On secondary the students from Year 8 and Year 10 have participated in Mental Health first aid 
training and engaged in great discussion about how to look after each other and their mental 
health. Students have learned about the teen Mental Health First Aid Action Plan, different 
types of mental health issues and mental health crisis situations in young people, and the rela-
tionship between thoughts, feelings and behaviours.  The course teaches students to recognise 
when a friend is experiencing major changes in their thinking, feeling and behaviour, and when 
these changes may indicate the presence of a mental health problem and then how to help 
them access an adult who can help.  This forms an important part of our proactive approach to 
developing the wellbeing of our young people. 
 
As we enter the Easter season, we draw to a close our fundraising for Project Compassion.  
Both campuses have certainly worked hard to raise money to support Caritas this year and 
their message of Hope.  The primary campus finished with a flurry last week with the much an-
ticipated Mission Markets.  Students out did themselves with baked goods, home made slime 
and much more as the students enjoyed attending the markets at school.  Can I just thank eve-
ryone for all of their efforts this year in raising much needed funds for this great cause.  
 
Finally, I would like to wish staff, students and families in our community a happy and holy 
Easter. It’s a time of reflection, a time to really appreciate and be grateful for what we have. I 
hope this break sees you enjoying the spirit of Easter with your loved ones and that you have a 
safe and restful break. 
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April  

Twilight Easter Reflection 8th  

Yr8 Teen Mental Health First Aid 10th 

Stations of the Cross  10th 

Basketball Interschool Carnival 

Easter Liturgy — Notre Dame  

Last Day for Students  

11th 

Palm Sunday  14th  

Term 2 starts  29th  

Yr 10 Parent Information  1st May 

No. 4 

"I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in 
Me, though he may die, he shall live.  
And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die." 
John 11:25-26 
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Interim Reports and Parent/Student/Teacher interviews. 
 
All Secondary students will be receiving Interim Reports on the last day of Term 1.  These reports are de-
signed to give parents a snapshot of the progress of their sons and daughters during first term.   
Along with the reports there will be instructions about how to book parent/teacher/student interviews 
with your child’s classroom teachers.  These interviews will take place on Tuesday May 7 from 3pm – 
7pm with a small meal break for staff between 5pm and 5:30pm.   
 
We encourage all parents and students to meet with their teachers so that we can continue to foster a 
positive relationship between the College and home.   Although all interviews are welcomed, if your son 
or daughter’s report requests an interview it is vital that you attend so that we can work together to 
make sure all our students get the most out of their secondary schooling. 
 

NAPLAN Testing Term 2 
All Year 3, 5, 7 and 9 students will be taking part in the National Assessment Program Literacy and Nu-
meracy (NAPLAN) between May 14 and 24.  The NAPLAN tests are used as a part of a standard setting 
process so that schools have a clear picture of where their students are placed compared to the rest of 
the students in Australia in Literacy and Numeracy.  
NAPLAN does not go towards student’s school grades but is used as a tool for us to better cater for our 
students.  All we ask is that students try their hardest.  In Year 9 if students can achieve level 8 or higher, 
they will not have to sit the OLNA test in Years 10, 11 and 12 which takes some pressure off students in 
their Senior Secondary years.  If any parents have any questions or concerns about the NAPLAN testing, 
please contact either Keryn Moase on the Primary Campus or Lea Wilson on the Secondary Campus. 
 

ALL PARENTS of YEAR 10s 
There is a parent information evening on Wednes-

day May 1 at 6:00pm for all parents of Year 10 stu-

dents.  This evening will outline the process for sub-

ject selection for Year 11 and 12 courses in 2020 

and provide vital information for the Year 10 Camp 

later in the year.  Please place this in your calendar 

as it is vital parents of Year 10 students attend.   

 

 

FROM HEAD OF SECONDARY                                           Leanne Wilson 

Daniel and a group of Broome Barracudas 
travelled to Karratha to compete. They did 
Broome and their club proud winning many 
individual events and breaking records.  

 
Daniel also walked away with the Senior 
Male Swimmer of the Meet. Brody Andrew 
excelled in the 15year old male category and 
Cara Giancono, Felix Carroll and Matthew 
Ralph also competed from our Primary.  



FROM HEAD OF PRIMARY                                                  Coby Rhatigan 

Primary Inter-School Swimming Carnival 
 
Ever since the BRAC pool reopened in mid-February the students of St. Mary’s Primary have been attending early 
morning training sessions every Tuesday. We had a fantastic turnout to these training sessions, with about 25 stu-
dents attending regularly. This dedication and commitment really paid off as the swimmers on the day started 
strongly, touched the wall well, and displayed amazing techniques throughout the day – just a few of the things 
we had been working on at training. 
 
We got off to a great start on the day and were neck and neck with Roebuck and Broome Primary all morning.  
Some inspirational swims in the latter stages of the carnivals helped put us a little way in front but once again it 
would come down to the relays to decide the shield. The teamwork, camaraderie, and the cheering from the side-
lines got our relay teams home. What an astonishing effort! 
 
The benefit of having the chance to train for the relays and fine tune our techniques at the early morning training 
sessions cannot be underestimated; the competitors should be extremely proud of the way they prepared for this 
carnival and it was fitting that all of their hard work paid off. Every single person in the team contributed and they 
should all be congratulated! 
 
The early morning training sessions would not be possible without the help of the teachers who get up early to 
supervise and also the staff and helpers who feed the hungry students a delicious breakfast when they return to 
school. A big thank you to Ses Bero, Kello McKenna, Brad Hann Lyle Burton, Jorjena Harman and the breakfast 
staff for helping with supervision and breakfast duties!  A massive congratulations to every member of this cham-
pion team for such a fantastic effort! Also, congratulations to the following students who also won medals for be-
ing champions in their age group.           

          Mr Jacob Windle 
           

 
 
 

Student Age Group Medal 

Hazel Wilson Year 4 Girls Runner Up Champion  

Will Duplex Year 4 Boys Runner Up Champion 

Willem Miedema Year 5 Boys Champion Boy 

Maya Boyce Year 6 Girls Runner Up Champion 

Zayde Parriman Year 6 Boys Runner Up Champion 

 
 
 
 
 

The Pre-Primary team would very 
much like to  

THANK YOU all for supporting the  
pre-primary ninja warrior course today.  

 
We successfully raised over $100 for 

Project Compassion.  



 

In Year 5, we are writing persuasive texts.  
We have been looking at caring for our environment.  
“I think that plastic straws should be banned in Broome.  
Here are all my opinions, reasons, examples and facts. 
I strongly believe that plastic straws should be banned in Broome. 
Plastic straws should be banned because they go in the ocean and 
kill sea animals.  
Here are some examples of animals that are killed by plastic straws: 
  Turtles 
  Dolphins  
  Sharks 
  Fish 

That is why plastic straws should 
be banned in Broome, no excuses! 
I believe plastic straws should not 
exist on the earth (but for starters, 
in Broome). I think plastic straws 
should be banned because they 
are only used once. For example, 
metal straws are better because 
the aren’t plastic and can be 
washed easily. So I believe plastic 
straws should be banned and I 
hope you think so too. I think plas-
tic straws should be banned in 
Broome and I know I will win you over after this. Plastic straws 
should be banned because they are absolutely useless and have no 
point in life (only for people to be lazy). Plastic straws are only used 
by people who are lazy enough to not care. Plastic straws are horri-
ble and should be banned in Broome. That is why I believe plastic 
straws should be banned in Broome!” 
By: Calypso Dolman (Year 5S).  

Project Compassion is a daily focus in Year 1C as 
we explore what ‘love’ is and identify the behaviours 
that allow us to follow in the footsteps of Jesus Christ.  
The year one students are filling the hearts of others 
through displaying and identifying kind gestures.  
We are also involved in a mega toy raffle that raises 
money for Caritas Australia and reminds us to consid-
er those less fortunate than ourselves.  

 

We are currently celebrating our brand new accreditation of 

being a Waste Wise School!  

Here is our Year 6 environmental leaders with our new sign.  

Thankyou to all the support from the parents and families and 

teachers for helping us get here!  



 
 
 
 

Amazing Year 7’s who had 
been voluntarily cleaning 
up our Reflection pool.  
 
Image:  
Jomarc Condiman and Tyler Nunn 



 
Secondary Inter-School Swimming Carnival Derby  

A fantastic day at Derby on Friday saw the Interschool swimming 
team try very hard to bring home the shield. Unfortunately we had to 
be satisfied with 2nd place. All students represented the school with 
maturity and high level sportsmanship. A big thank you to those stu-
dents who came at the last minute and helped fill vacancies.  
Congratulations to the individual medal winners:  

 
Nathan Ralph/Under 15 Male Champion,  
Shanessa Leak/Under 16 Female Runner up Champion, 
Vincent Bartlett/ Under 16 Male Runner up Champion, 
Emily Andrews/ Open Females Runner up Champion, 
and Daniel Ralph/ Open males Runner up Champion.  
 
Many thanks also to Tim Clear, Robyn Christie, Ste-
phen Snelson and Helen Howard for bus driving, offici-
ating and supervising our students on the long day to the 
north.  
 
 

Orienteering and Tennis is happening around the school 
this week. 



The Japanese and cultural awareness lessons have come to an end. The ten Japa-
nese Cultural Exchange students are now getting ready to depart Broome. They will 
visit Kobe, Hiroshima, Osaka, Kyoto and spend five days in Taiji, imbedded into the 
high school and being with host families. The students will renew friendships 
formed from previous exchanges to Japan and Australia and for some, visit rela-
tives.  
The Cultural Exchange builds on the relationship between the Japanese community 
in Broome and the College, right from the foundation of St Mary’s School in 1908. 
The students who are selected for the Cultural Exchange act as ambassadors for 
their school, town and country. They will see and experience first-hand the links 
and historical ties that contribute to a very important part of the history of multi-
cultural Broome. They contribute to being keepers of the story, strengthening and 
promoting a culture of peace and understanding. 
 

Image: Mr Lake applying the final layer of finish to the gift that he has 
made to mark the 12th Cultural Exchange. 

 

 

 

Music faculty, St Mary’s College, Broome.  

Robyn Christie   

Oxana Shevchenko was born in Kazakhstan and 
gave her first performance as a soloist at the age 
of nine. She is now an internationally recognised 
pianist and is in demand as both a soloist and a 
chamber musician. Please ‘google’ her for more 
information or perhaps you were lucky enough to 
see her perform on Saturday at the Broome Civic 
Centre.  
St Mary’s College was privileged to have a per-
former of this calibre spend time with our stu-
dents. A huge thankyou to Marcus, the Chief Exec-
utive of the Sydney International Piano Competi-
tion (where Oxana was a finalist in 2016 ) for con-
tacting the Music faculty at St Mary’s and offering 
this amazing opportunity for our students.   
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